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4 JO—/NJLRET 4 IIE (¥58)  Global Studies 11 English 2021

(1) Aims: The focus of the Global Studies Il: English (GSII:E) activities and coursework this year was to increase
students’ abilities to think logically, conduct research, and share their ideas and information with others. Throughout
the year students simultaneously developed their ICT skills by using computers and software to plan, prepare,
collaborate, write, deliver and evaluate presentations on a variety of topics.

(2) Year Project Schedule: This year’s four presentation projects are outline in the table below

Period | Project Contents and Description
April- i. Presentation and Debate Skill Level Up Project
June
1.English Speaking Skills Self-Assessment:
e Self assess speaking skills using the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR).
e |CT skills introduction: Login to and navigate google classroom.
e Use Google Forms to enter speaking skills self-assessment data.
2.Individual Presentation-Informative
e T-shirts self-introduction: Make a short self-introduction presentation entirely in English with
handmade visual aids.
3. Team Presentation-Persuasive
e “3 Reasons Ueda SHS is the best school in Japan”: Develop research and source-verification
skills, as well as Collaboration and Presentation skills to create a persuasive presentation.
e Develop ICT skills: Use Google Docs to create scripts, Slides to create and present visual aids, as
well as Forms to enter rubric-based peer evaluation data.
e Impromptu debates (Individual and Teams): Construct logical arguments in English starting with
an opinion and then constructing a thesis statement with supporting points and evidence.
July * Independent Research:
e Define topic, and research the background and current situation / problems relating to an SDG.
Aug- ii. Taiwan Research Project
Nov
1.Compare & Contrast - Informative Speech
e Team Research: Form teams around a topic. Plan, research and create a Taiwan presentation.
e Compare & Contrast Team Presentation: Share Docs and Slides, and collaborate. Develop
communication skills for presentations and discussion based on rubric.
2.Taiwan Online Exchange
e Presentations, Questions & Conversation: Design discussion questions and formats.
e Cultural Exchange & Opinion Sharing: Hold presentations and discussions for classmates.
Dec- iii. Independent Research Project
Feb
1. Academic Essay Writing: Compose and revise short summary essays about individual Independent
Research Project topics
e Research Project English Summary Interview
e Abstract and Title Writing: Prepare short English speeches using topic-specific technical language
to explain students’ research processes, information, and results
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2.Academic Presentation
e Research Showcase English Presentation Q&A session: Present English speeches using
summaries and outlined ideas to an audience of peers, school members, community members, and
invited English teachers from other schools

Feb- iv. SDGs Donation Pitch & Course Reflection
March

1. Sales Pitch - SDGs Donation Pitch:
e |dentify a target SDG, problem, and place to help with
e Design a product to help with the SDG
e Create and deliver a pitch to classmate ‘donors’ to attempt to gather needed donations for the
project.

2. Course reflection: End of course reflections were conducted with each class and feedback gathered.

(3) Project overview: Projects were completed individually, in pairs, and in small groups to foster collaboration
skills. Each project had its own learning goals and rubric for marking. Additionally, each had a self-evaluation and
peer-evaluation component. Students completed these peer/ self-evaluation assessment forms online and gained
increasing awareness of the components and skills of effective presentations as well as ICT competencies.

(4) Project samples: Below are photos of the students in the process of working on worksheets and materials related
to each project, as well as using ICT, collaborating, and presenting.

i. Presentation and Debate Skill Level Up Project. ICT Skills, CEFR Speaking skills Self-Assessment, &
Self-Introduction Presentations. The first project began with students answering questions about themselves
and creating a visual aid in the shape of a t-shirt with symbols and pictures to represent their answers.
Following that the ‘Ueda SHS is the Best School in Japan!” PR Presentation Project began. Students each
brainstormed three reasons to support the position that Ueda SHS is the best school in Japan. They wrote
individual essays giving their reasons and examples to support the opinion. Next, they formed eight groups
and worked together, combining their ideas to create a single presentation script on the topic. After that, they
learned how to make visual aids using google slides and created their PR presentation. The groups rehearsed
their presentations and then each presented to the class. This was followed by self and peer evaluations based
on the rubric. Evaluation focused on timing, structure and content, appearance and style of visual aids. voice,
eye contact and audience engagement.

ii. Taiwan Research Project: Compare & Contrast Presentation Project For this compare and contrast
presentation project, students generated a list of topics they were interested in researching and presenting on.
They then formed eight groups around those topics. In their teams they decided on three aspects of their
theme to compare and contrast. They then researched and completed a presentation script, and created a
visual aid using google slides. After rehearsals, all teams presented their research and were evaluated by
themselves and their peers on the contents, visual aids and their presentation skills and style. Evaluation data
was then entered into a google form.

iii. Independent Research Project: Students crafted an English abstract that summarised the contents of
their year-long Japanese research in GSJ as accurately as possible. During the process they presented their
work to classmates and gave mini presentations. After completing the abstract students wrote a title and then
each students” work was printed and given for their presentation. Finally, students presented their research
to an audience of teachers and peers online, and participated in Q&A feedback sessions.

iv. SDGs Donation Pitch & Course Reflection: This exercise was to reflect on development and integrate
skills learned during the year. Students were invited to notice their progress since the beginning of the course.
Following that, in groups of four they identified a need in the world that related to an SDG and used their
imagination to create a product to meet that need. After completing the script for the product pitch they
competed for donations by pitching their product to groups and then to the class. This concluded the course
for this year.
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Photos of students in the process of working on project worksheets, using ICT, collaborating, and presenting.

(5) Summary and improvement for next year: Feedback from students at the end of the course indicated that they
had experienced an increase in their confidence and ability to use ICT, as well as collaborate with others and deliver
presentations. Additionally, it was evident in their written work and interactions that students’ logical reasoning and
ability to provide support for opinions had steadily increased throughout the year.

In addition to supporting students to develop their ICT, collaboration, and communication skills, next year | would
like to see the students be able to produce even higher quality work with greater ease. One area which could be
improved for greater success in that regard is the fostering of closer alignment between the contents of the English
Communication and GSIIE curricula. By introducing the structure and language required for each project at the same
time, and mutually reinforcing them, students will likely perform at an even higher level in the coming year.
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