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Coral breaching IZ DV CIRDOEFEZ FEA, BERICEAR SV,

John and Yoko are talking in a classroom in Nagano Nishi High School.

John: Have you heard that *coral reefs are now bleaching all over the world?

Yoko: What do you mean by bleaching?

John: Coral's colors are now changing to white and at last they will die.

Yoko: What is the *cause of bleaching?

John: It is said that rising *temperature is the greatest cause.

Yoko: Oh, that is terrible. By the way, how big are coral reefs in the world's oceans?

John: Well, it is said to be about 0.2% in the world oceans.

Yoko: So, you don't have much of a problem with the *decrease of the coral reef!

John: Not really. *Even though it is only 0.2% of the total area, it produces as much oxygen as
all the world forests in the land produce. It is also called the *rainforest of the sea. The
animals in the ocean need oxygen to live.

Yoko: That's a lot of oxygen! Are there other problems that would come from the *loss of coral
reefs?

John: The biggest problem is the *destruction of the *marine ecosystem. You know that coral
reefs are homes to many small fish, right?

Yoko: Yes. If you see the coral reefs in Okinawa, they are homes to small fish. If the coral reefs
are gone, there are no more homes for them to live in. If there are no more homes, the big
fish eat more and more of them. As the number of small fish decreases, there will be no
more food for the big fish. *Finally, the number of big fish decreases. This is a big problem.

John: It would also have a big *influence on *tourism, which is the main selling point of this
coral reef. It's the most serious problem for places that live on tourism alone because

*tourists will not come to see them.
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