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I love learning languages. I *used to *work part-time while studying in France for a short time. I
think the beauty of language is that it brings us many *opportunities to meet new people. Through
*various languages we can hear and see what all different kinds of people are saying around the world,
and it *enriches our heart. *Whether it’s English or French, I think the *key is *“When in Rome, do as the
Romans do.” If you learn the language, you should try to understand the culture. Also, the language is a
*living tool, so you should not study it at a desk. You should go out to places where you can use the
language, because only by using it *can you *activate your language *skill. So, it’s important to have
something you want to tell people or learn from others, *in order to *improve your language *ability.

I am a mother of a three-year-old girl, but I haven’t taught her any English. I once talked to a
*neuroscientist and learned that a baby learns 75 *percent of its *mother tongue during the first three
years, so it is an important *period. I decided to give my daughter the most important language for her
life first, so I am not *aggressive about early *education in English. Of course each child is different and I
*am willing to give her *all sorts of chances when she *gets interested in English. But just as we learned
how to *add or subtract numbers after understanding the *meaning of numbers, I would like her to learn
her *second language after she understands what a language means through learning Japanese. *As for
English classes in schools,*I wish there could be more lessons where students can learn the language in a
more *interactive way. For example, they can be teachers sometimes and talk about what they think in
their *own words and from their own heart. It would give children more ability to think than just to *have
them seated all the time to listen to *lectures.

I would like children to know that it’s so much fun to learn English. So, using *activities *such as
singing songs, we try to help them *create “ a body of English” which lets them feel *what English is all
about; that it’s not a tool to get them into good schools but to open doors to a new world. When we *shoot a
program, the *studio *is filled with the *laughter of children. I think it *proves what we are doing there is
not wrong. For me, working with English is my *lifework. I would like not to teach but to *share the *joy

of learning the language with others.
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